
  
FIRST PRIZE:  Dwight Smith, for “Two Old Railroaders” 
 
Dwight is the founder and former President of the Conway Scenic Railroad (1974-1990), 
and he used his own camera on a tripod to take this photo of himself and his old friend 
Steam Locomotive #7470.  Dwight says, “At the time of the photo (October 20, 2007), I 
got into my old uniform and volunteered as a car host for a special excursion train run 
from North Conway to Crawford Notch.  I’ll venture to say that both the 86-year old 
locomotive and the 83-year old conductor have aged quite well!”  (Note: Dwight is a 
“regular” at The Gibson Center for Senior Services in North Conway, and is a strong 
supporter of the Center and its mission.) 
 



 
SECOND PRIZE:  Dennis DiGennaro, for “Aunt Toni” 
 
Dennis says:  “This is Aunt Toni, actually Antoinette DiGennaro.  She is an aunt to me, a 
great-aunt to my children, and a great-great aunt to my grandchildren.  She is the aunt 
that provided a home for her parents, a place to stay for awhile for her niece’s family, a 
bank, if finances were a little short, and a place where I could go when I wanted a 
bicycle.  She is pictured with my granddaughter Molly, doing what she does best: love. 

 
Aunt Toni is 88 years old in the photo and celebrated her 95th birthday this past July.  
She came here from Italy at the age of eight and never looked back.  Whenever she’ is 
asked about going back for a visit, her answer is always, ‘Why, I like it here just fine!’ “ 
 



 
THIRD PRIZE:  Michelle Oakes, for “Forever Young” 
 
Michelle says, “Aging is a process in which our physical bodies mature and change over 
time.  Aging does not discriminate; its effects are unique to each of us as individuals.  
Often, what has an effect on the aging process is an individual’s attitude and his or her 
ability to adapt to the inevitable changes. 
 
During Glencliff Home’s recent weeklong Winter Carnival celebration, Harold LaPierre 
enjoyed a windy winter afternoon outside, nestled around a roaring campfire.  At 
seventy-three years old, Harold is ecstatically happy with the simple pleasure of roasting 
marshmallows on a stick over an open campfire.  Aging brings changes; however, some 
remain forever young in spirit.  Harold is a perfect example of ‘Aging in Focus’ “. 
 



 
FIRST HONORABLE MENTION:  Ron Roberts, for “Tool Man” 
 
Ron says: “I took this photo in December 2007 when I had a change to meet Espen 
Christensen through a friend.  Espen is a WW II veteran who recently received “The 
Cross of the Legion of Honor” from the French government for his participation in the  
D-Day invasion, which led to the liberation of France from the Nazi stronghold.  I took 
this photo and chose it for this contest because Espen is an avid tool collector who 
works on his collection daily.  He is a young 91 years old, a gentleman, a veteran and a 
hero.” (Ron also wrote a poem in honor of Espen.)    
 



 
SECOND HONORABLE MENTION:  Donna Mousseau, for “Water Walkers” 
 
Donna says:  “This is a photo of our water walking class, which meets every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at the Greater Manchester Family YMCA.  This group of 
exercisers has been together for years, and wouldn’t think of skipping a class!  Members 
range in age from 59 to 93.  Jo is the 93 year old lady who is the class mentor-very 
sharp and spry and dresses like a runway model. The man on the left is Jim Statires, 
one of the oldest members of the Greater Manchester Family YMCA.  Four generations 
of the Statires family have been members now. The instructor in the front got a real 
tattoo, so the entire class decided to join in the fun and display their faux tattoos to show 
their support.  His name is John Ellingwood.” 
 



 
THIRD HONORABLE MENTION:  Jeanette Learnard, for “Here Comes The Ball!” 
 
Jeanette says:  “This picture was taken on March 5, 2008, and shows two of our clients, 
Conrad Graham (left) and Mike Connelly (right) during activity time at the Connecticut 
Valley Home Care-Day Out Program in Newport, NH. They are both regular attendees at 
the program.  I chose this picture because I wanted to show that older adults can be 
active and cooperate very well with each other.” 


